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II.— CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STUDY OF 
HOMERIC METRE. 

II. Length by Position. 1 

The first chapter of the second part of Solmsen's Untersuch- 
ungen zur Griechischen Laut- und Verslehre, pp. 129-186, is en- 
titled Ueber metrische wirkungen und wesen des digamma, and 
aims at showing that the digamma can aid in making position 
only under the following circumstances: (1) In the interior of a 
word ; in other positions only (2) when the lengthened syllable is 
in the arsis, the lengthening being then due in reality to the force 
of the ictus ; or (3) when the apparently lengthened syllable stands 
in the first or second thesis, the ' freedom ' of using a single short 
syllable for the thesis being a privilege of the first two feet. This 
is a revival of the theory of Hartel, Homerische Studien III, Sitz- 
ungsberichte der kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften Wien 
1874, lxxviii, pp: 7-87, which Solmsen has extended to include 
the cases oi 8F-, Fx- and Fp- and for which he has provided a new 
phonetic interpretation. Solmsen's conclusions have met with 
the approval among others of Sommer(cf. below) and of Bechtel, 
Die Vocalcontraction bei Homer, p. ix, and have been opposed, 
so far as I know, only by Danielsson, Zur Lehre vom homer- 
ischen Digamma, IF. xxv, 264-84, if we disregard Blass' inci- 
dental protest Hermes, xxxvii, 473. Convincing as I find Dan- 
ielsson's argumentation, it seems to me that it is possible to 
strengthen it still further, and that it is desirable to do so both 
because of the bearing of this theory upon the Homeric question, 
and because the appearance of Sommer's article, Zur griechischen 
Prosodie, Glotta, i, 145-240, has since supposedly given new 
support to Solmsen's theory. 

The statistics compiled by Hartel which serve as the founda- 
tion of Solmsen's argument may be exhibited in the following 
table 2 : 

•See A. J. P. XXVIII 401-410. 

'That they require correction in the light of our present knowledge of the 
range of the digamma does not affect the argument, cf. Solmsen, p. 132 n. 
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The influence of initial F before a vowel : 

Is manifested Is not manifested 

In Arsis. In Thesis. In Arsis. In Thesis, 

a) by preventing 
ooo 2324 elision of short vowel 324 

507 164 shortening of long 

vowel or diphthong 000 78 

359 (46) b) by ' making position ' 000 215 

Of the 46 instances of ' position lengthening ' in the thesis 42 
belong to the pronominal forms (of 41, ei 1); while three others 
(P 142, Q 419, y 472) are in the first thesis, leaving only a single 
example in the second thesis : 6 215 eS ph t6j-ov olSa iv£oov d^a- 

<j)dafrOat. 

To these facts Solmsen demands that we shall no longer close 
our eyes, but endeavor to understand them scientifically. To be 
compared with them are the facts exhibited by the following 
table compiled from Solmsen, pp. 133-136, omitting the exam- 
ples of Xla-ao/iat on account of the uncertainty of the etymology. 

A short vowel before SF-, F P -, FX-: 

Is lengthened Remains short 

In Arsis. In Thesis, In Arsis. In Thesis. 

122 4 2 00 62 (63) 

2 Always in the first thesis. 

On these facts Solmsen seems to have reasoned as follows, cf. 
p. 132: Under a) we find about 3000 cases in which the influence 
of the digamma is manifested, and only about 400 in which it is 
' neglected '; we may therefore conclude with the vast majority of 
scholars that the verses containing these 400 examples were com- 
posed at a time when the digamma had vanished from the living 
usage of the language. Under b) and in the second table the 
distribution of the examples is totally different. The examples 
before the pronoun do not belong here, but are to be explained, 
p. 130: " aus der enklitischen natur des personal pronomens, 
kraft deren of, ev mit dem vorhergehenden worte zu einer einheit 
verwachsen, fuer die nicht die behandlungsweise des aus- und 
anlauts, sondern die des wortinlauts massgebend ist " ; the ex- 
amples in the first thesis may be classed as o-ri\oi \ayapoi ; while 
various explanations can be given for # 215. For in the first 
place emendation -to£oi< y ol&a- is extremely easy ; or, secondly, 
the irregularity may be debited to the "spaetling " who composed 
this part of the Odyssey ; or, finally, cf. Rh. M. 60. 492, it may 
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be taken as an indication that the second foot also has its special 
privileges. Setting aside these 50 examples we see that ' position 
is made ' 481 times in the arsis, never in the thesis ; while ' posi- 
tion is neglected ' never in the arsis, but 277 (278) times in the 
thesis. Under these circumstances it seems proper to ascribe 
the lengthening in the arsis to the force of the arsis (ictus), and 
to regard the syllables remaining short in the thesis as repre- 
senting the language's natural treatment of a syllable ending in a 
short vowel before the combinations of consonants in question. 
The problem thus reduces itself to the question : Why do not 
-v F-, -p F-, -j F- have the same effect on the preceding syllable 
which -v it-, -p t-, -s k-, etc., exert. 

The explanation is to be found by giving heed to the doctrines 
long since established by the science of Phonetics. According 
to Sievers 4 , § 651 ( = 5 , § 709) the essential thing in a syllable 
' long merely by position ' is that one or more consonants be- 
longing to the syllable shall follow after its short vocalic element. 
Consequently if a group of consonants can be drawn to the fol- 
lowing syllable, the quantity of the preceding syllable will remain 
unaffected. Whether this is possible or not will depend upon the 
relative ' sonority ' of the consonants. For, according to Sievers 4 , 
§ 490 ff. (^, § 527 ff.) there must be a rise of sonority from the 
beginning of the syllable to its vocalic element. Now the 
digamma was a semi-vowel w, not a spirant v ; as such it was 
superior in sonority to n, r, or s, and consequently syllables 
beginning nwa-, rwa- or swa- are possible. Accordingly the 
natural pronunciation of Kpfovov Fe'mas was kregtio-nweipas and 
similarly for all other cases in the thesis. But in the arsis the 
force of articulation was more than usual, and hence (p. 166) 
it is stated : " Wenn es andererseits Fdnas FeW heisst, so ist der 
schliessende consonant hier in der arsis dank der besonders 
kraeftigen expiration, mit der diese hervorgebracht wurde, bei 
der vorhergehenden silbe geblieben," with which is to be com- 
pared the fuller explanation given on p. 164: " Trat diese silbe 
aber in die hebung, d. h. wurde der expirationsstrom, mittels 
dessen sie hervorgebracht wurde, verstaerkt und zugleich ver- 
laengert, so erreichte er sein ende nicht mehr mit dem schlies- 
senden vocale selbst, sondern umfasste auch noch den ersten laut 
jener verbindungen ganzoderteilweise, die silbe als solche wurde 
' positione ' lang ". 

At first sight this theory seems to provide a uniform and 
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simple solution for a vexatious problem ; on further examination, 
however, it can in my opinion be shown to be untenable. The 
phonetic doctrines in the first place, which are put forward with 
such confidence, cf. p. 161 : " Die lautphysiologie hat darueber 
laengst klarheit geschafft, ihre lehren sind aber bei der beur- 
theilung metrischer phaenomene bisher nicht immer genuegend 
beherzigt worden ", are in fact seriously questioned by other 
phoneticians, as may be seen from a comparison of Jespersen, 
Lehrbuch der Phonetik, § 209, and Scripture, Elements of Ex- 
perimental Phonetics, p. 449 ff. The dualism of Sievers' theory 
which defines the syllable now as the portion of sound uttered 
with a single puff of breath (so that e. g. body may be a single 
syllable) and again as the portion of sound lying between two 
sound minima (so that body must be two syllables) is justly 
criticised by Jespersen. For Solmsen's purpose it is, however, 
indispensable because he must operate both with a division fnwa- 
on the principle of sonority and again with a division n-wa- on 
the breath-puff principle, cf. also the double treatment of 
■na/rpos and ir~-p6s. Furthermore Jespersen states that the prin- 
ciple of sonority can determine only the summits of the syllables, 
and is not of the least help in determining where one syllable 
ends and the next begins. Indeed, the reality of such divisions, 
when there is ' close contact ', is to be denied, cf. § 205 : " Das 
einzige was hier (i. e. in feste) vorliegt, sind zwei Gipfel mit 
dazwischenliegender Senkung, aber es ist eben so muessig, sich 
darueber zu streiten, ob diese Senkung ganz zum ersten Gipfel 
oder ganz zum zweiten oder halb zu beiden gehoert, wie es 
muessig ist, in einem Tal in der Natur nach einer bestimmten 
Scheide zwischen zwei Bergen zu suchen ". Upon this subject 
Scripture is equally definite, cf. p. 450: "I do not believe, how- 
ever, that a division of the flow of speech into separate blocks 
(termed 'syllables ') has the slightest justification or the slightest 
phonetic meaning". A corollary — the futility of dividing 
Homeric Greek into syllables, when we are unable to do the same 
for languages which we speak and hear daily — is drawn by Jes- 
persen, p. 201, anm. 1, in a form more sarcastic than I care to 
quote in this connection. Not being a phonetician myself, I 
must leave to others the further discussion of these phonetic 
doctrines ; but, even on the basis of the Sievers theory, Solmsen's 
treatment of the digamma becomes involved in insuperable 
difficulties. 
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In the first place the lengthening before ol is explained, cf. 
above, as due to its enclitic nature, thanks to which it fuses with the 
preceding word, so that the consonant group is treated according 
to the " behandlungsweise des wortinlauts ". On the one hand 
this takes no account of the passages, B 665 (?), E 338, Z 90, 101, 
289, U 735. * 282, ¥ 865, Q 53, 72, e 234, v 430, 105, in which 
01 ' fails to make position '. On the other hand, if the theory is 
to be consistent, it must demand ' position lengthening ' in the 
case of all other words which are "zu einer einheit verwachsen". 
What words are to be considered thus fused, is a question on 
which scholars differ in practice ; and as I know of no definition 
by Solmsen himself I shall follow that of Sommer, p. 147, though 
I believe that he has drawn the lines too narrowly. His fifth 
class enclitics or postpositive particles may be taken first as 
offering the closest parallel. Here belong ktLXos Fa>? r 196 and 
the similar passages, e 94, 271, N 137, x 2 99- Of the article and 
noun (Class I) we have no examples for the digamma, but under 
it are to be included (p. 152) examples of adjective and noun, 

SUCh as jueXij/St'os FotVou 2 545> ftattppavos FoivetSao E 8l3> iov FoIkov 

\jr 8, neptfiiJKel Fpd/38s> < 293, eiapBei F\axvr) X 320. A weakly accented 
pronominal subject (Class II) occurs in «" ns Fidoiro T 453, cf. a 
337; a weakly accented pronominal object (Class III) in al jxiv 
FiSovro A 374, cf. E 845, yjr 91 ; preposition and noun (Class IV) 

eVi Fpvfiw a 271, is FoIkov /3 52, £ 318, p 84, is Fi'Xiov E 204, * 8l, 
I 56 ) £ 238, p 104, is FiKaa-rov I 180, iv FtXi'w Q 67, iv Fe/cda-j-j? B 719, 

irpbs Fbv Xe'xor A 609, wpor Fbv pxyaKrjTopa dvpov A 403, etc., and pre- 
sumably Solmsen would read nap Fi'Xou A 166, a 259. Class VI a 
weakly accented particle which modifies the sentence is too well 
represented to render full citation profitable, but cf. n-pSros ph 
Fava£ H 162, * 288, and B 70, 802, e 233, 1 374, n 278, etc., etc. 
To these we should add at least examples of such close syntactic 
combinations (cf. Ehrlich KZ xl. 393 f.) as, Kpfovov Fe'mas A 106, 

Upa Fpe'|as A I47, nana Fpi£at T 354, cf. E 403, A 502, 838, Y 1 86, * 

214, effior FiSovTer r 224, ov&iv FtFopyas x 3 J 8. And a fortiori the 
cases of compound words like napFfin^, mFti^opat, after the treat- 
ment of which on p. 159, we must presume that Solmsen also 
understands ia-FiSova-a, elaavFiSap, itacarFiSav. In all of these cases, 
in which Solmsen's theory demands 'position lengthening' before 
the digamma 1 , our text actually shows a short vowel. Danielsson, 

1 Sommer's remark, p. 150, is incomprehensible to me. 
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who felt this difficulty in part, is of the opinion (p. 274) that it 
may perhaps be avoided without too great difficulty. I, how- 
ever, do not see how this can be done, unless it be conceded that 
the neglect of the digamma is evidence that these verses too 
were composed at a time when the digamma had vanished from 
the living usage of the language. Such an explanation would be 
correct, but it would be permitting the entrance of the wedge 
which would disrupt the theory. 

A minor inconsistency is that to explain ira/pFemt), we must 
regard w as more sonorous than r; while on the other hand 
Upaj Fpe£as shows that r exceeds w in sonority. Much more sig- 
nificant is the fact that on the principle of ' sonority syllables ' 
divisions such as /sma-Jsna-,1 sra-Jsla- are required, and conse- 
quently there should be no ' position lengthening ' before -s p-, 
-s v-, -s p-, -s X-. Sommer foresaw this objection, but his attempt 
to obviate it, p. 174, does not seem to me successful. That the 
difference between .y and r is negligible, while that between rand 
w is not, seems to me a Procrustean adaptation of the theory to 
the facts. One who scans ira/pFe'iny, Kprjyvo/vF einas, should also 

demand *nai$i/ (rk'movTo. 

Other objections to the theory — that it assumes syllables be- 
ginning nwa-, rwa- such as cannot be proved for the olderperiods 
either of Greek or of other Indo-European languages ; that it 
runs counter to what we know of the effect of w- in making posi- 
tion in Latin and Vedic poetry — may be passed over with a 
reference to Danielsson, p. 275 ff. The latter s'cholar has also 
explained most satisfactorily the points of real significance in 
Hartel's statistics. The final redaction of our poems (and the 
composition of parts of them) fell in a period when digamma 
was no longer spoken in the Ionic dialect. In close combina- 
tions of words (Konnexe), however, the resulting hiatus remained; 
thus he Foi became bk ol and only later by recom position 8' ol, and 
similarly in-o "iXioi*, xai So-tv were spoken for a time after all traces 
of the initial consonant had been lost in freer combinations of 
these words. Cf. also Thumb, IF. ix, 327. Besides hiatus in 
the verse was justified at certain points by the caesurae and 
diaereses, and the final vowels of words, such as d, o, to, 
np6, ti, rl, on, nepl, etc., were never or rarely elided. Under these 
influences the hiatus occasioned in the older text by the subse- 
quent loss of the digamma seemed justified, was perpetuated in 
the tradition, and imitated in the later compositions. For ' posi- 
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tion lengthening ' in the arsis, similar favorable conditions existed 
partly in the lengthening before caesurae, partly in the licenses of 
the first and sixth arses, and partly in the metrical lengthening 
of antispast and bacchic words. Most of the cases of lengthening 
in the thesis before (F)oi occur in cretic Konnexe ; the order of 
words being unchangeable (cf. Wackernagel, IF. i, 333 ff.) and 
the metrical lengthening of such words again supplying a justifi- 
cation. 

Apart from these cases the possibility of lengthening in the 
thesis was at the start narrowly limited. When there was a ' real 
separation of words ' it was necessarily confined to the first and sec- 
ond theses, for reasons given briefly and correctly by Danielsson, 
p. 283, anm. 1, and which will be discussed in detail later. After 
the loss of the digamma such verses might be regarded as on^oi 
Xayapoi and remain unchanged. Of them we have eight examples 
which are perhaps to be increased by emendation, cf. p. 265, 
anm. 4. The only other possibility for lengthening was in mono- 
syllabic words compounded or closely connected with the follow- 
ing words: as examples Danielsson suggests n a p Vuniixev, bs 
FiXiov i£a\dira£e, <j v v FoI<n TeVe<ro-i. The absence of such Konnexe 
is a fact for which Solmsen's theory can offer no explanation. 
Danielsson points out that after the loss of the digamma the 
verses would seem defective in a way without any parallel in 
Homeric versification, and that therefore such examples as did 
exist would necessarily be removed in the process of moderniza- 
tion. 

There is, however, another point in Hartel's statistics which 
requires consideration. In some 400 instances there is total or 
partial elision of a vowel before words which once began with 
the digamma. Most investigators — including Solmsen, cf. p. 
132 — agree that these instances are to be explained as due to the 
fact that the digamma was no longer pronounced when the verses 
containing these examples were composed or revised into their 
present form. This being the case it follows that at that time a 
short syllable ending in a consonant would remain short before 
these words simply because in their new pronunciation the sec- 
ond consonant required to make the syllable long ' by position ' 
is lacking. These 400 examples of elision demand therefore as 
their counterpart some instances 1 of what we call "neglected 

1 That all of them must fall in the thesis is a fact too obvious to mention. 
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position ". A theory which removes all such examples discredits 
itself by proving too much. 

At first sight it might seem that the instances of ' neglected po- 
sition ' are so numerous (277) as compared with the instances of 
elision (400) as to afford no prospect of explaining the bulk of 
them in this fashion ; especially when we contrast the 2995 cases 
in which elision is prevented with the 531 cases in which 
position is made. However the problem is too complicated to 
be solved by such a simple proportion ; other factors are involved. 
For in the first place it follows from the facts explained by Dan- 
ielsson that we can have (apparent) neglect of position because 
the digamma is not pronounced, and at the same time hiatus, 
whether real or merely imitative. Secondly, making position in 
the thesis is turning a possible dactyl into a spondee, a thing 
which the poet will be inclined to avoid. 1 Finally the position 
lengthening in the thesis can take place in case of a ' real separa- 
tion of words ' only when there is a diaeresis after a spondee, the 
limitations on which will concern us later. Neglect of position on 
the other hand occurs either in a trochaic caesura or a dactylic 
diaeresis, which are the favorite divisions of the Homeric verse. 
A statistical solution of the problem is impossible, and we must 
therefore examine the context in which each example occurs to 
see whether we are justified in assuming that its author actually 
spoke initial digamma. 

As evidence of the absence of the digamma we are warranted 
in accepting a single passage which shows elision and does not 
require emendation. Such a principle may be deduced from the 
practice of Bechtel, and if a theoretic justification of it is desired 
it can be found in Danielsson's article. Still this leaves the prac- 
tical question of when emendation is required. On this subject 
Sommer, p. 149, lays down the principle "so wenig wiemoeglich 
herumzudoktern ", and Solmsen is ready with terms like " mit 
conjekturen heimsuchen ", p. 157, for emendations of which he 
does not approve. Convenient as it would be to follow this prac- 
tice, I prefer to take a more objective standard. Bechtel has 
shown that contraction (under certain limitations), iteratives, the 
use of es, &v, the article, the loss of intervocalic 1, and the use of 
the short forms of the dative plural of the first and second de- 
clensions, are phenomena which go hand in hand with the ab- 

*In this connection cf. Witte, Glotta, ii. 8-18. 
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sence of initial digamma. An emendation made simply to restore 
a digamma is necessary only when the context shows none of 
these peculiarities, excepting of course such instances as are also 
to be removed by emendation. Furthermore some of the instances 
of ' neglected position ' are in themselves sufficient proof. In 
the first place are to be counted as such the examples before the 
pronoun oi; and we have seen above that consistency requires the 
same for compounds, and for word groups, because in these the 
digamma if present must according to Solmsen produce length- 
ening as the " behandlungsweise des wortinlauts ". In citing 
the examples I shall therefore print these with an asterisk pre- 
fixed but without further comment. 

Even when such evidence is not available the absence of the 
digamma can sometimes be established more indirectly. As an 
example I shall take the Glaukos episode Z 119-236, which in 
spite of its length contains no evidence of the loss of the digamma 

unless It be Z 151 fip.eripr)v ytvcr/p' noXKoi He piv ai/bpet laaoiv. 

That we must so regard it and not read avbpts FiVao-t or reject the 
line with Bentley follows not merely from the other evidences of 

late date, cf. Beclltel, p. 18, yvaxri, rjv, Bdpaei, ijvoperjv, {of, (<tkcv ;' 

but even more from the fact that this episode is shown by its 
contents to be the latest of the episodes in which the Lycians 
figure, cf. Robert, p. 402 ff., while these older episodes, cf. be- 
low, show the absence of the digamma. 

I shall begin by selecting from the Iliad' the strata for 
which the absence of the digamma can be established with ease, 
and then see how many examples of ' neglected position ' re- 

1 For the substitution of fev there is here no need. 

2 1 have not examined the Odyssey because I consider it proved that the 
oldest parts of the Odyssey are not earlier than late parts of the Iliad. In 
reading Jacobsohn's interesting, but in its main contention unconvincing, 
article I note, Hermes xliv. 101, that on account of Solmsen, Unters., p. 
i6o,I should have included instances of SvaFtjx^ where clearly the "be- 
handlungsweise des wortinlauts" must be demanded. The instances of 
Svatixiot; are all in late passages (B 686, H 376, 395, A 590, N 535, II 442, 2 307, 
464, X 180) except A 524, where ■KoKifiov 8voFrixio$ should be read for ■Kokkfioio 
Svavx^°(- Witte, Singular and Plural, p. 79, anm. 1, adheres to the Hartel- 
Solmsen theory and operates with labs feii/i/uXia Hpiauoio. In Homer — con- 
trast 6<pp' iv «<5{C — the word is without trace of digamma so that a direct equa- 
tion with vasu is most improbable, cf. Leo Meyer, and Prellwitz, s. v. This 
illustrates a weakness of the theory — the way in which it permits the assump- 
tion of a digamma where such a sound does not exist. 

27 
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main and how they are to be explained. Not having access to 
Knos' work the examples have been collected by the aid of 
Hartel, Solmsen and Gehring. That I refer to Bechtel for the 
linguistic evidence of late date other than elision before digamma, 
and that I have followed in the main Robert's analysis requires 
no justification. 

A. 438 : £/c 6' iKaTo/iptp fOjaav ekt!(36Xg> 'Affd/Uwv* 

In the patchwork, cf. Hinrichs, Hermes, xvii., 59 ff., episode 
of the restoration of Chryseis A. 430-87, on which cf. Bechtel, p. 
90, absence of the digamma is shown by peyd\' m^e 482. Solm- 
sen, p. 158, objects to the cogency of this example, presumably 
wishing to read with Schulze, KZ. xxix, 248, p.eyd\a FFd^f. With 
Schulze's proposal to emend about twenty passages in this fashion 
I cannot entirely agree. Fourteen out of eighteen examples 
from the Iliad come from portions of the poem composed after 
the loss of the digamma ; in these I should allow xaxov, etc., to 
stand as augmented forms of td^w. The evidence of late date is 
to be strengthened by examining lines 423-7 and 488-96, the 
clamps by which the episode is held in place, cf. Robert, p. 558, 
Bechtel, p. 115. Robert's suggestion that this is the work of the 
mechanical soul which invented the M^»8or an6ppr)<ris is very prob- 
able and would clinch the question. 

* A. 555 fiij ae napemy 

* 609 Zriif di irpbq hv texog ijie 

The scene on Olympus A. 533-611 furnishes also : y e'crerai, 
548; laoerai ?8of, 576; y eV«<r<™, 582; for other evidence cf. 
Bechtel, p. 190, 272, and with the last of these AJPh. xxviii, 402. 
It is noteworthy that the second example is due to an effort to 
get rid of lengthening before mute and liquid, as the line must 
once have run Zevr hi rrp&s Xc'^oj $t(<). 

* B. 70 <Jf o phv t'lituv 

219 ipedvij cV ETrevqvoOe "Xaxvtf 

* 233 ov /liv ioinev 

* 269 axpelov idav 

The Aidimpa B 53-381 contains also pvv 8' idev 82, roaaavr erect 

328, and frequent cases of contraction, cf. Bechtel, p. 12. 

* r 196 avrbc. 6e ktIIoc; ac. 

* 224 oil t6tc 7' o>d' 'Odvaijoc ayaaaafisd' sldoc. idovrec; 

The linguistic stage of the Teixoo-icoma, r 121-244 is sufficiently 
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characterized by the evidence collected by Bechtel, p. 44. Dis- 
regard of the digamma is shown byline 224 itself and also in line 
173 ddvaros jtioi dSelv, and as this episode is closely interwoven with 
the 'OpKoi we may add oiW* 8' Spy* in line 103, if the text be 
correct. 

* r 354 Sjsivodditov nana pet-ai .... 

The short prayer of Menelaos contains also fcd<c' eopyev 351 ; in 
moral tone it resembles the "OpKoi and the fourth book, rather 
than the oldest stratum of the third. Originally 356 followed 
349- 

* r 453 ov piv yap <j>iX6T7]Ti y' ensvBavov, el rtf Idoiro. 

A line remarkable both for its syntax and for the form 
eiccvdavov. It stands in a passage 448-61 which is connective tissue 
between the "Opxoi and the 'OpiaW aiyxvo-is, both episodes in which 
the digamma is lost. BechteFs verdict, p. 44, is " so konnte nur 
ein Rhapsode stammeln". 

A 138 TJ ol ■k'Ku.gtov ipVTO 

On the one side is S3' 178a 132 and on the other S>8' e'peei 176 ; 
for the language of lines 1-219 cf. Bechtel, p. 44. 1 

* A 232 Kai p ovg pev anevdovra^ Idol 

* 240 ov(; rivag av pedtevrag Idot 

* 286 aipai piv ov yap £0(/c' brpvviptv 

287 .... dvciyerov l<pi pdx£0~6at 

* 341 hireoiKE 

* 374 ol piv ISovto 

The ' Ayapepvopos eVuraXijo-is A 220-421 clearly presupposes the 
earlier part of the book from which cases of elision have just 
been cited. Moreover all but one of the instances occur in groups 
of closely united words. The evidence collected by Bechtel, p. 
43, Robert, p. 211, includes contraction, iteratives, the short 
dative, loss of intervocalic > and Ionic metathesis. There is 
therefore no reason to doubt that this section was composed after 
the loss of the digamma ; and we must regard its examples of 
hiatus as merely imitative. 

K 23 aXW "HfpaLGTOt; ipvro 

* 538 V d' °v K zyx°£ epvro 

606 peveatvipev l<pt pdxecdat 

706 Alrukiov Olvdpadv re 

'All examples of the digamma claimed by Solmsen will be treated, though 
it will afterwards be shown that this is not a digamma word. 
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* 813 Saiypovot; Oiveidao 

* 845 firj fiiv Idol 

* 885 f) re kc 6r/p6v 

* 895 aX/V ov /iav a' in drjpbv 

These examples all come from portions recognized by Robert, 
p. 177 ff., as belonging to the original stock of the Aio^bovs 
apurrcia. This stratum contains also Imrovs &' ols irdpoio-i (165), 
oSt en-fZ (879), and other indications of later date collected by 
Bechtel, pp. 43, 53. 

* E 204 iref 6f £f "I/Uov u/\r[/\mfia 

In an interpolation (192-208) made to establish a connection 
with the 'OpKiav o-iyxvo-K, cf. Robert, p. 182, Bechtel, p. 50. 

* E 338 .... ninAov, bv ol Xapireg Ka.fj.ov airrai 

* 403 alav/\a pi^av 

* 353 T V" t& v a-p ,T lpi{ .... 

The last example is cited because on Solmsen's theory it could 
be read fip Fipis ; that it really proves the loss of digamma for 
this passage is shown by nap hi ol 'iptr (365). The passages are 
from the Aphrodite episode (311-444), on which cf. Robert, p. 
183, Bechtel, p. 156. 

* E 451 afupl o" 5p' u8u/\q 

The short episode of the ' wraith' of Aineias (446-53, 512-18) 
is obviously still later ; for its language cf. Bechtel, p. 195. We 
must therefore consider this passage as an instance of elision, and 
not read &p FetSaXa. 

E 470=792 <j? eiffwy brpvvt fiivo; nai ffvfiov eKaarov. 

The first of these lines has been shown by Robert to be con- 
nected with the introduction of the Sarpedon episode to which 
we are coming; the second is in the episode 711-92 of the visit 
of Hera and Athene to the battlefield. For the latter passage it 
is sufficient to refer to Robert, p. 189 f. 

E 683 ZapirtjdiZv Acb( vl6;, cttoc <S' btofyvdvov teine. 

That the combat of Sarpedon the Lycian and Tlepolemos the 
Heraklid must belong to the latest additions to the Iliad, hardly 
requires discussion, but reference may be made to the linguistic 
evidence collected by Bechtel, pp. 189, 304. The digamma is 
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neglected in t eXSerai (481) in a passage intended to lead up to 
this episode, cf. Robert, p. 186. 1 

* Z 90 ttot/Iov of ol 6ox.iu 

* i oi ovii tic ol Svvarai pivoc laofapt&iv. 

* 289 iv6' iaav ol irenXoi irapnoiKiAoi, ipya yvvamav 

Further evidence is not required, but cf. Robert, p. 194 f., 
Bechtel, p. 120. 

Z 386 cOiV kizl niipyov l(3>i piyav 'JViov .... 
403 oloc yap epvcro "Vkiov "Enrap. 

From the "Exropor km 'hvbpopdxns op-CKla (365-502). Even when 
367 is emended ou yap [t'] Folda, and /idXtora 8' ipoi is accepted in 
493 on the strength of Ox. Pap. 445, there still remains 'iXi'ou l<pi 
(478) as proof of the loss of the digamma which harmonizes well 
with the other evidence of later date adduced by Robert, p. 198, 
and Bechtel, p. in. 

* H 21 Hepya/iov en/car idov 

108 SeS-iTEpijc ele ;t«pdf, inoc r' l(j>ar{o) .... 

* 162 Cipro ttoIv nporoc piiv ava!; avipuv ' Ayapepvuv 
277 .... OK.f/'KTpa oxeOov, elni re pvBov. 

None of the examples come from the battle of Hector and 
Aias, but all are in the material added to turn this battle into a 
formal duel, cf. Robert, p. 169 ff. From the same part come also 
8<pp' ein-o) (68), o<f>pa ne &d' tmrjo-iv (300); for other linguistic evidence 
of later date, cf. Bechtel, p. 16 f. 

H 467 vijec <5' e/c hi]i±vow Tvapsaraoav olvov ayovaai 

For the loss of the digamma cf. yhtr 'Wiov (345), 8<pp' e«r<B 
(369), Ka\ %t oXkoBcv (364 = 391), koa de t68' tlntptvai (375) ; and for 
other evidence of the age of H 313-482, cf. Robert, p. 168 f., 
Bechtel, pp. 126, 165. 

* 94 /canoe ac ev bfi'ikui 

* 133 fipovrqcac o° apa decvbv 

* 143 Awe voov elpvoaaiTO 

* 233 .... t/carbv te dirjKoaiav re 

* 271 nalc coc bird pnyrkpa 



The late date of the KdXor pd X v © 1-484 is established both by its 
contents, cf. Robert, p. 164 ff., and by its language, cf. Bechtel, 

'Solmsen, p. 250, suggests that this form is the later Ionic continuation of 
iFe"kdsTai ; but this is merely exchanging one evidence of late date for an- 
other. 
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p. 24. The loss of the initial digamma is seen in p.01 eadev (408= 
422). 

* I 73 irdleciv yap avdaaci; 

Reported as the reading of Aristarchus for the nohhaoi &' 
dvdo-veis of our manuscripts. The introduction to the Embassy 
is not older than the Embassy itself to which we are now coming. 

I 123=265 iuKooi, d&dena 

142 .... riaa 6i piv laov 'OpcaTy 

* 1 80 devtUTiXuv cc enaarov 

203 evrvvov knaGT<*> 

* 374 ovdi fiev ipyov 

383 £iGi y diquSocot S 1 ay 1 enacTas {av femorac}) 

* 392 eneoiicE 

396 ■KToXitdpa piiovrai 

* 548 ikpfian Tiaxvyevri 

Aristarchus also read in 128 = 270 yvvatKas dp.vp.ovas epy eldvtag. 

Of elision we have the following examples: tpy dSvias (128 = 

270), TrXijcrdjiiei'or 8' olvoio (224), SaiTos c'mjpaTOi) epya (228), i£aird<f>oi.T 
iirtttr<n (37^), Seicaiar re xai eixoo-tixir (379)> napdppr)Toi r iirecaai (526), 
■jtoW ipbeoKt (540), rciS' eiVe'/uex (688) ; note also ?/)«!<> (453), epe£ev 

(647). For other evidence cf. Bechtel, pp. 8, 62, 90 f., 148, 164. 

K 134 (=B 219) enevqiio0£ Mxvv 

* 146 knEome 

503 b ti avvTaTov ipdoi. 

For the loss of the digamma in the Doloneia cf. 6*6s 8' &s (33), 

ipya 8' ?/>«£(«) (50> *fi<v&' lar/ (139), 8tao-KOTndo-$at exaora (388), SUme 

(425), rr)v vvkt Olvetbao n-ai'r (497) ; for the other evidence cf. 
Bechtel, p. 3. 

* A 502 pipjitpa ps^cw 

The episode of the wounding of Machaon (499-520) contains 
also avrUa 8' &x o^e'toy (517). It is the introduction to the close of 
the book (597-848) in which occur : 

* A 673, 686, 698 h 'HX((5« 

838 Ti pet;op£V 

Loss of the digamma is seen in 6w6t' 'hXWouti (671), ^8e <a\ 
ipyav (703)) d/upioTavTo 8rj aa-rv (733)> tovt' emots (79 1 )- Corrobor- 
ative evidence in Bechtel, pp. 98, 209. 

M 367 brpvv£Tov Ifi ptaxeodai 

464 tov ieoro Kepi xP°h d° la <^ X e P a ' 1 
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That the T«x°f a X' a IS a urut ^ as been shown by Robert, p. 
149 ff., while for its language reference to Bechtel, pp. 30 f., 161 f. 
will suffice. The loss of the digamma is shown in £8' ein-ij (317), 
tip 1'8oito (333), 8<f 1-01 epyov (412), evenif rcxat £(162) be explained 
with Bechtel as containing the continuation of e'Fa>. 

* N 137 b'AooiTpoxoi &c 

155 o>c eiTtuv brpvve fievog kcu tivfibv enacrov. 

That the opening of the thirteenth book as far as line 155, 
with the exception of some embedded fragments of older poetry, 
is late, has been shown by Robert, p. 123, and is supported by 
Bechtel's analysis of the language, cf. pp. 191, 201, 25, 105. Loss 
of the digamma is seen in iieTei<rdp.evos (90), which cannot be ex- 
plained by apocope. 

N 277 f. ef \6xov, evda fxakiaT'' aperr; diasiderat avfipuv — 
£v6' b re detXbc; avyp, oq r' aTiKifiog egeQaavdq. 

The second line is rightly pronounced by Leaf a gloss and a 
terribly flat one on the preceding line ; it is sufficiently charac- 
terized by 8«\dj as a dissyllable, cf. Bechtel, p. 150, and in the 
sense of cowardly. It is therefore hardly necessary to call atten- 
tion to the fact that N 210-401 is a later stratum, cf. Robert, p. 
no, Bechtel, p. n. 

N 349 ' kxaumv 'IfaoBi irp6 

In the same stratum and furthermore in the generally con- 
demned passage N 345-60, of which Leaf says that there is " no 
other case of such a lengthy and superfluous recapitulation in 
Homer ". 

S 346 KpSllOV 7T<MC fjV ■Kap&KOlTLV. 

One who would interpret this as nd'u Ft]v must emend \ar6v 6' 
iparievra (348), and then reckon with cup' ipAav (O 1 1) in the sequel. 
For the language of the A«W dn-ari; g 153-362 cf. Bechtel, pp. 78, 
204. 

* O 209 ottttot' hv iodftopov 

The example itself involves the Ionic particle Sv and refers 
back to the story of the partition of the world, in which MSaorai 
(KatTTos (189) occurs. For proof that O 1-404 is in the main late, 
cf. Robert, p. 135 ff. 

O 288 ITiirsTo dv/ibf ek&otov 

In the same stratum and more particularly in the Thoas epi- 
sode O 281-305, on which cf. Bechtel, pp. 185, 274. It presup- 
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poses the restoration of Hector by Apollo, so that I may cite as 
evidence of the loss of the digamma ^wio/otkt' cnea (145), &k Mco-o-i 

O 500=514 at e'nrov arpvve /ievo( Kal Ovpbv tKaarov 
505 yv warpiia yalav l/catrrof 

The section O 484-559 contains also en 8' «Xn-tro (539) ; for its 
age cf. Robert, p. 141, Bechtel, p. 31. 

II 210 <Jf e'mav brpwe pevo; Kal Bvpbv eK&GTOv. 

On account of fys (208) the loss of digamma is inferred by 
Solmsen, p 254, anm. 1 ; cf. also Robert, p. 96, Bechtel, p. 165. 

* II 232 ovpavbv elaaviSov 

Included here as occurring in a compound ; on the age of the 
digression n 218-256 which includes three iteratives, cf. Robert, 
p. 96. 

H 464 'ZapTzrjdovos qev avaKTog 

481 .... ivb" apa Tt <j>peve( Ipxarai 

* 643 aprj hv eiapivy 

On the Sarpedon episode n 419-683 cf. Robert, p. 100 f., p. 
395, Bechtel, pp. 5, 204, which afford sufficient evidence to reject 
the various emendations, cf. Solmsen, p. 160, which have been 
suggested to remove cases of elision : appar av&mav (507), oiB' 

ov (522), <rv nip poi ava£ (523), 8eoi 8' &s (605). 

P 41 aXV ov fiav Iti 6i)p6v 

* 70 evBa ke peia 

* 90 o^ftyaaf 1!' apa elite Trpof bv peyaAr/Topa Bvfidv. 

On P 1-131 cf. Robert, p. 78 f., and for its instances of con- 
traction Bechtel, p. 147 f., p. 172, p. 193; the loss of thedigamma 
is evident in 5 6' S\ts (54). 

P 327 Alveia 7r<yf hv Kal virep Oebv cipvocaioite 

* 354 oaKeooi yap ipxaro iravry 

On the section P 319-365 cf. Robert, p. 82; loss of the digamma 

in 8' tWij/SoXov (333). 

P 635=713 .... 07raf rbv veKpbv epvaaopev .... 
645 aMa av piiaai 

On the close of the battle over Patroklos (P 543-761), cf. 
Robert, p. 85, and Bechtel, p. 50 ; loss of the digamma is clear 

from imfipep.fi tc (739). 

* 2 258 r6<ppa de 'prfiTepoi 

274 odevoc egofiev, aarv tie nvpyoc 

* 367 KaKa 'palpal 
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The section 2 239-368 is preparatory for the 'On-Xojrou'a, cf. 
Robert, p. 92. Its first part, the bivouac of the Trojans (243- 
314) contains two of our examples and also aKpLgerai "i\wv (270), r 
tkaai. (294), cf. also Bechtel, p. 31. The last example is from the 
conversation of Zeus and Hera (356-368), for which reference to 
Leaf will suffice. 

* 2 415 Kal arffiea 'kaxvfjtvTa 

In the 'On-Xon-oua proper; for the language of this section cf. 
Bechtel, p. 119, and note ff eXixar (.401). 

* 2 545 Sinac; uehTjSioc olvov 

In the description of Achilles' shield (481-608). The section 
containsalso 8' Uo8t)v (501), "i£ovt tl\vp.tvoi($22). Bechtel's decision 
(p. 114) to leave this unchanged is far better than Solmsen's (p. 
237) "ohne weiteres l£ov ". 

T 4 sipe Se narp(S/otaj irepiKtiusvov bv (pllov vldv 

The bringing of the arms to Achilles (T 3-39) cannot be older 

than the 'Oir\orroua. 

* T 75 jifiviv airsnrovToc 

124 ov 01 aetKcc avaaaiuev .... 

244 hi/coat, SbSeKa (= I 123) 

332 Kal 01 Selgetac enaoTa 

The M)?j>i8oj an-dppijo-ir cannot be older than the UpcoPcLa ; it con- 
tains o<pp' (lira (102) besides «7r«r' UeXt] (282), tlbov (292), mjSe' 

cxaarij (302) in the lament of Briseis (282-303). Even if the latter 
portion be set aside, the evidence for late date is sufficient, cf. 
Bechtel, p. 9 f. 

* T 67 TloouSauvoq avaKTO£ 

1 86 jaAETroif Si a' ioTaa to pii-siv 

* 195 &W ov vvv 2EPTE20AI 

214 TToTAol Si uiv avSpec laaaiv (= Z 151) 

* 282 KaS <P axoQ 01 x VT0 .... 

* 311 rj uiv ftiv ipvaacai 

* 343 bxPfysaz <J' apa dire 7rpd( bv ueyaAr/Topa 6vuov. 

The examples are from the council of the gods and the 
Aineias episode, on which cf. Robert, p. 233, p. 224 ff. Elision 
is seen in 186 (quoted above) and in S' tlaap-evos (224) ; for other 
evidence of the date of the language cf. Bechtel, pp. 162, 48. 

T 371 f. Kal u Kvpl x £l P a C ioiKtv 

el wvpl x^-pac ioiKe 

* 450 vvv avri 2EPT2AT0 



418 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGY. 

On the close of Y cf. Bechtel, p. 192 ; the only case of elision 
is the easily emended p' iirUavi (431), but it must be remembered 
that parts of the next two books must also be included in forming 
our estimate. 

* 4> 53 bx8>/oa( <5' apa eXtte irpof bv fityakijTopa 6v/idv 

* 81 8r' if "Vkiov e'Arj'kavda 

* 128 tic b kev aarv mxyofiEV 'IAi'on ipyc 

From the Lykaon episode * 1-16, 34-138, on which cf. Bechtel, 
p. 206; neglect of the digamma is seen in peyd\' Xaxov (10). 

* $ 156 .. or' kg "Vuov E'lkrfKovda 

194 , Axeloio( ioofapifal 

* 214 aiavka, pe^eu; 

* 217 jiepfiEpa pe^E 

From the Asteropaios episode * 139-227, which is clearly 
younger than the 'On-AonWa, cf. Robert, p. 230 f., and gives other 
slight evidence of its date in pa&erjs (213), nals (216), cf. Bechtel, 
p. 225. 

4> 236=344 .... ol pa kcit' avrbv akiQ iaav .... 

* 379 ov yap Ioikev 

3gi ev8' 01 y' ovketi dqpdv 

411 on /j.01 p.kvo$ loopapifcte * 

* 509 ri( vv at TOIAAEPBSE 

The examples are from the Battle with the Skamander and the 
Otopaxla, * 228-514 ; for the analysis of which, cf. Robert, p. 
231 ff., and for its language, Bechtel, pp. 56, 32. Lossof digamma 
is clearly shown by «ea«To 8' "s (356), after which it is unnecessary 

to emend 7rreXe'ai re na\ Irtai (350), iiturT&travT eWeo-ai (286), and 

even the variant Sivar' la-ofyapL&iv (357) has some claim to consid- 
eration. 

* 4> 552 bxO^aa; 6' apa eXtce npbc bv p.Eja'Xrp-opa dvpbv. = X 98 

588 "IA«ov Eipvopeoda 

* X 23 of pa te pEla Bkijai 

* 61 kmSovra 

* 71 E-KEOIKEV 

259 H>q 6i av pi&iv 

The 'EKTopos dvatpwis, * 515-X 394, contains two certain in- 
stances of the loss of digamma p,ak' coXwas (* 583), x«'ov<t' errea (X 
81) ; its language is sufficiently characterized by the evidence 
collected by Bechtel, pp. 9, 162. 

* X 407 iatbovca 

450 Sevte, Situ pot ETTEcdov ISap,' brm' ipya Tkrvurai 

x Var. lect. avTuj>EplC,Et( which in 488 is the better attested reading. 
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No one can think of claiming a greater age for the close of the 
book, and so it is unnecessary to emend the close of 450, while 
Bechtel's (p. 90) conjecture <r>«' enos (454) wins greater proba- 
bility, cf. also Bechtel, p. 270. 

¥ 49 brpvvov, aval; .... 

55 EfyfrnXianavTEQ eKaaroi 

* 288 TTparoc fiev uvalj (cf. H r62) 

320 £nl noTilbv kXtooETai 

370 8vfi.bc enacrov 

393 £7rt yalav tXvcdrj 

* 434 avrbc yap ekov 

* 494 roiavra ye pe£o( 

* 585 . . . . p.7) fiev ixav 

741 rervyfievov e£ 

748 aWXtov ov irdpoto 

* 865 y-eynpE y®p °' 

A closer analysis of the parts of this book is unnecessary for 
our purpose. The digamma is lost in 8«0p' ipio-as (21), k6X' iiKvla 

(66), TLtrre p.01 rjdtirj (94), Kal pot eKaa-ra (107), epy' cl&viav (263), Tepp.ad' 
e\io-crip.ev (309), irdvTtao' epyoi<ri (67 1), 8' l<ra (73^)> 'w' E P e<u (787)- 

The language is analyzed by Bechtel, pp. 117, 18, 129, 55, 293, 
299, I75- 1 

ii 1 #odf km vrjac EKaoroi 

* 53 ve/ieoo/do/iev ol fipAc 

* 67 ol kv 'I/U<i> ELOLV 

* 72 r] yap ol alei 

* 271 tvl-koTu iwl pv/j,^> 

* 307 elaaviSuv 

* 337 uc piyr 1 ap tic I6q 

449 irolt/oav avanri 

452 ■Kohjoav avaKTi 

462 ird2.iv daofiai 

510 Trpoirapoide jrod&v J Axt?i7}oc eXvoBe'lc 

* 595 kireoiKEV 

The loss of the digamma is seen in rph 8' ipio-as (16), rph 8' 

CKdrepScv (273), ?j\6' 'Ek<j0ij (283), iiri r cXirtrai (491), aW 'Eko^tj 

(747). Other evidence in abundance may be found in Bechtel, 
p. ix., p. 42 f. 

In the Iliad there are something over two hundred instances 
which may be claimed to show ' neglect of position ' before 
digamma. Of these we have now found over 160 in parts of the 

1 The gladiatorial combat 798-825 is of interest as showing how successful 
imitation could be for a short time. It contains no contracted forms, nor 
any offences against the digamma. 
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poem for which we must assume composition at a time when 
initial digamma was no longer pronounced. Over half of these 
examples furthermore refute themselves, for in them, had the 
digamma been pronounced, we must have found lengthening as 
the " behandlungsweise des wortinlauts ". In view of these facts 
we may proceed with the examination of the remaining passages 
in the conviction that there is a presumption of late date against 
a passage which shows ' neglect of position ' before digamma. 

II 275 <Sf eiirov arpws fievoi; nai dvfibv &ko.otov. 

At the close of Patroklos' speech (269-274), a cento in which 
only the words u>s hv Tltjkttbr)v nurjaofitv are original. That we have 
no early poetry here is obvious, cf. Robert, p. 97. 
O 667 the same formula. 

The following lines were questioned in antiquity and Leaf 
says ' the only doubt is whether the athetesis should not extend 
to Nestor's speech as well '. Linguistically it is characterized by 
a plural ^-perfect, found otherwise only in the Embassy. 1 The 
formula may be left unemended in such surroundings. Compare 
also Robert, p. 143. 

O 639 Kcnrpijoc tyikov vlov, of 'EvpvcBijo( avaKTog 

To the variant dedXav, preferred by Leaf to save the digamma, 
I attach no importance. Robert, p. 144, has shown that the 
account of Periphetes' parentage 639-644 is an interpolation. The 
Heracles myth and the iterative oix«<"« (640) harmonize with 
the loss of the digamma. 

* O 626 avifiow Si Suvbc arjTTi 

In the simile 624-629, of which we have here three in succes- 
sion. We must follow Robert, p. 145, in regarding this line as 
evidence of the date of the simile. 

O 453 Ktiv' bxta KporeovTef. ava!; d" iv6ijae Tax^cra 

The account of the slaying of Kleitos, O 444-457, caused diffi- 
culty to the Alexandrian critics. We may note in the first place 
that he is the charioteer of Polydamas, the Ionic counterpart of 
Helenos (cf. Robert, p. 388 f.), and secondly that there could be 
no driving of chariots in the crowded battle about the ships. 
Robert's conclusion (p. 141) that the lines have supplanted some 
other exploit of Teucer's seems to me necessary. The only other 

1 Such evidence is valid in spite of Scott's article, Classical Philology, VI. 
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linguistic evidence against the lines is dissyllabic /3<X«i (444), 
which has been emended to /3<FXor. Bechtel — who accepts Solm- 
sen's theory — endorses the emendation, p. 47, but after seeing the 
company in which ' neglected position ' elsewhere appears the 
plural should be allowed to stand. 

* S 437 i$6fievo; S' £7T( yovva neXaive&ec al/i' airefieooev 

472 dfiof ; ov fxiv not. m/coc; elderai oiiSe nanav ei 

The first line would itself condemn this section were it not for 
the ease with which it can be emended. Roberthas shown, how- 
ever, p. 134, that with line 425 there is a sudden shift from 
Mycenaean to Ionic weapons, and with the latter appear heroes 
who figure prominently only in the younger strata of the poem. 
The language of 11. 440-507 has been analyzed by Bechtel, p. 
275, with the result that o"a (454) is the only certain indication 
of later date, but that this is sufficient. With his view of the age 
of the passage we must agree and accept the two cases of 'neg- 
lected position ' as corroborative evidence. 

N 191 h7X ov in) %pob( dociTo .... 

204 que Se fiiv a</>atpjjdbv e?u!-aLievo(; St 1 dfiiXov 

The first line is included merely for the sake of completeness, 
as Zenodotos' reading xpo>r is clearly to be preferred. In N 182- 
205 the weapons are Ionic, and we must follow Robert, p. no, in 
regarding the ' neglected position ' as evidence of late date. 

N 163 .... o~xid' airb to deles Se 8v/tf> 

Robert, p. 109, has shown that N i62 b -i64a is an interpola- 
tion, describing an Ionic parry made with a Mycenaean shield 
after the opponent's spear had already broken. 

* A 166 ol 6e 7rap' "Vkov afifia 

If we read nap Fi\ov o-r\p-a we must demand lengthening as the 
" behandlungsweise des wortinlauts ", we are therefore forced to 
recognize the absence of the digamma, and to regard 166-9 as 
an "ionische Erweiterung " with Robert, p. 158. 

6 512 e-jTi^diev eKtj'XoL 

535 avptov f}v 

Robert, p. 132, has shown how much Hector's speech gains by 
the excision of 512-516, and by stopping with 527. Its close is 
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pretty generally condemned, and an additional reason in the 
faulty use of aiipwv may be found in AJPh. xxiii., p. 434. 1 

* A 508 Tlepydftov eKKandayv 

* 516 061 fjeddvrac IdoiTO. 

The examples prove of themselves the absence of the digamma. 
They stand in a short passage 507-516 in which Apollo and 
Athene interfere with the battle causelessly and ineffectively. 
Robert, p. 176 f., regards the interpolation as extending back as 
far as 473, but in my opinion on insufficient grounds. There are 
three grounds of suspicion: alo\od<l>pr]£ (489) which may, how- 
ever, be merely a substitution for atoAopVpj/r ; the neglect of the 
digamma in Mpaa ipiovra (492), for which we may read irepaxre 
Fepvvra with Schulze, Q. E.,p. 317 ; and the appearance of iron 
in the close of the simile 485-7, which offers other difficulties (cf. 
Leaf) and may well be dispensed with. On the other hand the 
helmet of Demokoon is presumably if not conclusively Myce- 
naean, and the Greek warriors distinguish themselves in the order 
to be expected in the first Iliad. First blood is given to Antilo- 
chus as the youngest member of the expedition, then Aias and 
Odysseus slay their men. Upon line 506 can follow immediately 
line 517 so that we gain a larger connected portion of the first 
Iliad, in which a later poet has thrust an account of supernatural 
interference more in accord with the fifth bookthan with the close 
of the fourth. 2 

* B 802 aSe Se pkl-ai 

A word group which itself proves the loss of the digamma. 
The close of the Iris-Polites' speech, B 802-6, is intended to pave 
the way for the Catalogue of the Trojans. Reference to Robert, 
p. 221, Bechtel, p. 174, will suffice. 

B 518 vise; 'I<piroo 

626 vfouv at vaiovoc nkp^v d/\<5f, v H/l«Joc avra 

* 665 amOiijcav yap ol hXXot. 

* 719 ev iKaary 

1 My tendency to follow Croiset in the interpretation of 2 269 was a 
mistake. The "EKropog avaipiais begins four lines later than Robert indicates, 
p, 503, and the speech of Polydamas is made before sunset. 

2 In the arrangement of the following fragments I should also differ from 
Robert, for closely after this portion I would place the Aineias-Menelaos- 
Antilochos episode. Then when Aineias retreats he calls for Hector, and the 
first meeting of the latter with Aias occurs. 
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720 t6^uv ev eiSdreg l<j>i fiaxeoBai 

743 ore (prjpac hiaaro "kaxvijevra^ 

750 ol irepl Aafiuvqv 6vox £l ^ £ pov oiki Wevro, 

751 ol t' a/up' IpspTov Tirapriaiov spy' evifiovro. 

Both Robert, p. 220, and Bechtel, pp. 164, 170, 233, summarily 
reject the Catalogue of the Ships ; on the other hand Solmsen, 
Rh. M. liii. 146 f., maintains that it is old. That the view of the 
latter scholar is correct, at least as far as the kernel of the Cata- 
logue is concerned, should in my opinion be conceded. Granting 
this, however, it is obvious that the Catalogue has been expanded, 
as it provides for heroes who figure only in the latest parts of 
the poem. Presumably the examples of ' neglected position ' be- 
long to these later additions, and there is something to be said 
in support of this presumption. Line 626 is a gloss with faulty 
geography on 'Exivdav 6' Updav (625). Line 665 might also be 
accented yap ol SX\ot ; in either case the language would be late, 
but that is only to be expected in a section dealing with 
Tlepolemos. The word group in line 719 carries its own convic- 
tion, and with it line 720 must fall. Line 743 deals with the 
Lapithae myth. Lines 750-1 are in the section on the troops of 
Gouneus, who does not reappear in the Iliad, but was known in 
the Nostoi, cf. Robert, p. 573. Finally line 518 is the filling out 
of the family tree of Schedios ; emendation is easy, but unneces- 
sary. 1 

B 435 p.r)KtTi vvv dij ravra hsyti/iisda, fiqd' en Srjpov 

The army's meal and the sacrifice offered by the kings, B 399- 
440, delay the action of the poem, and must be considered, with 
Robert, p. 220, as an interpolation. Linguistic evidence is aXXor 

1 The other evidences of late date are also confined to parts of the Cata- 
logue which may be regarded as additions. Short datives are confined to Toi; 
<SI (516, 524, 733, 747) in the summary statements of the numbers of the ships; 
the systematic carrying out of this is probably late, and a formula beginning 
Tifi St has been pluralized ; here also occurs oydaxovra (568, 652). Contraction 
is found M<7/c((TT£(jf, r/yelro in the lines dealing with Euryalos (565-568) and 
with Machaon fiytiatirjv (731); elsewhere only koKivvto (684) in a line which 
could well be spared, and in ijya.ro (638) where a line like 645 has been 
altered to introduce ' Avdpaipovof v'w(. oipeas (704) is a doubtful form, but if the 
assembling of the fleet at Aulis was originally described in the Catalogue 
lines 700-4 are a later addition. The iteratives occur only 539, 758 and 770 ; 
on the last cf. Schulze, Q. E., p. 349, while av is found only in the story of 
Thamyris (597). 
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8' S\\a cpefc (400), where emendation is unnecessary, the iterative 
in 404, \eya>ii(8a=converse, and "n<f>aio~ros =fire (426.) 

A 203 fj Iva vfiptv Idric 

For the difficulties connected with this short speech, cf. Leaf, 
Robert, p. 214, Bechtel, p. vii. The only doubt is whether the 
athetesis should begin with line 201 or line 203. 

The outcome of our examination so far has been that about 
190 of the alleged cases of ' neglected position ' stand in por- 
tions of the poem for which we are justified in assuming compo- 
sition at a time when the digamma was no longer actually 
spoken. When these are set aside there remain but seventeen 
examples to which such an explanation cannot apply: 

A 21 a£6jievoi Aw; vlbv z>a]fi6%ov 'Aiv67i?Mva 

* 106 ........ OV 1TG) ITOTe flOi TO KpfjyVOV ££7TaC 

* 126 %aov<; 6' ovk eireowe 

* 147 lepa pel-ac; 

* 216 eiroc elpvaaaadai 

230 of rtf ai%tv avriov eliry 

* 294 el Sij aol irav Ipyov imeit-op.a.1 

* B 471 dpi) ev elaptvy 

Z 72 = A 291 uf eliriiv urpvve pevoc ml Bvfibv ixdarov 

* A 363 vlv aire SEPTSATO $oi/3oe 'Air6l?iuv 

* A 403=2 5 bx%aaq 6' apa elite irp&c bv peyaXijTopa 6v/i6v 

* N 555 Neoropor; vlbv Ipvro 

* II 735 fia.pu.apov bnpidevra, t6v ol irepl %elp eK&Tanpev 

* P 5 1 8 ri <$' ovk eyxot epvro 

T 422 Si]pbv i/cdf OTpufyaoBai 

It might fairly be questioned whether these examples as they 
stand do not constitute too slender a basis for the erection of 
Solmsen's theory. However twelve of the examples are word 
groups demanding lengthening as the " behandlungsweise des 
wortinlauts ". For them another explanation is imperative and 
they must carry the remaining five examples with them. 

In the first place four of the examples are of epvpai protect, and 
in view of their age I consider it necessary to abandon definitely 
the attempt to connect this verb with Sanskrit varutar, and look 
upon its relationship to Latin servare as definitely established ; 
for the opposite view and the literature of the question, cf. 
Solmsen, p. 245 ff. 1 

1 Similarly on account of the age of II 46 of <pdro lioabpevos, 47 ical Ktjpa 
XureaBai we must deny an initial digamma to Vcaaoftai. 
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For the other passages acceptable emendations have long 
since been proposed, which it is needless to repeat here. 1 I 
will call attention to the fact that they furnish instances of 
lengthening in word groups in the third thesis n-pos Foe ncydktiTopa 
Ovfiav ; 01/ Foi irtpX x^p fKoKvtytv. For the absence of such cases 
Solmsen's theory had no explanation to offer, while Danielsson 
had been lead theoretically to the assumption that they had been 
removed in the course of the modernization of the poems. It is 
also noteworthy that other examples B 471, Z 72, A 403 had 
been used by poets who did not pronounce the digamma. The 
Iliad therefore must have once contained two versions of these 
lines, and the assimilation of the older to the later form is only 
what was to be expected. These include the two cases in which 
it is necessary to depart farthest from the traditional text ; else- 
where we have merely the substitution of forms which stop a 
hiatus for readings which seemed to leave an objectionable one. 
Corruption to this extent seems to me most probable in view of 
the vicissitudes the text is known to have undergone. 

George Melville Bolling. 

Catholic University of America. 

'An exception might be made for A 106 which contains a suspicious use of 
the article. The line may be a later addition, Agamemnon beginning his 
speech with the abruptness which is in evidence in the later speeches of the 
council. 

[ To be continued.'] 
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